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NIXON WRITES TO RAAB 

Vice-President Nixon has written to Chancellor Raab 
informing him of his pleasure at learning about Raab’s pro- 
jected visit to Washington in May. Nixon expressed the hope 
that a meeting between them might be arranged on this 
occasion. 


AUSTRIIAN AMBASSADOR TO CANADA 
PRESENTS CREDENTIALS 

Dr. Kurt Waldheim presented March 18, 1958 to the 
Governor-General his letter of credence as Austria’s first 
ambassador to Canada. 

Dr. Waldheim was appointed Minister to Canada in 1956. 
Canada’s mission in Vienna became an embassy late in 1956 
and the Austrian government have reciprocated by raising 
their mission in Ottawa from legation to embassy and ap- 
pointing Dr. Waldheim as the new Austrian ambassador. 


IAEA BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
HELD MEETING IN VIENNA 

The Board of Governors of the International Atomic 
Agency recently held its fourth series of meetings in Vienna 
for the purpose of further developing the Agency’s 1958 
program and planning its 1959 program. The latter will be 
submitted to the Agency’s General Conference this Sep- 
tember. 

Among other important matters, the Board discusse’ the 
steps necessary to put the Agency’s fellowship and training 
projects into operation. The Agency had received offers of 
cash contributions for its projects as well as offers of free 
or subsidized training facilities in member states. 

Another matter taken up by the Board was the Agency’s 


health and safety program to which high priority had been 


given because the Agency must establish standards for its 
own operations at an early date. 

Also considered were projects to enable member states 
to make the widest possible use of available radio isotopes 
and high concentration radiation sources. Implementation of 
the Agency’s program to promote an exchange of scientific 
and technical information among member states was another 
agenda point. In this connection, it may be recalled that 
depesitory scientific libraries have already been offered to 
the Agency by two member states. 

Finally, the Board’s agenda included discussion of the 


(Continued on page 2) 


COMMEMORATIVE PLAQUE FOR THE 
VICTIMS OF THE GERMAN OCCUPATION 

The Council of Ministers decided on the occasion of 
the 20th anniversary of the date of Hitler’s occupation of 
Austria, March 13, 1938, to erect a marble plaque on the 
Helden Platz in Vienna, commemorating those Austrians who 
were victims of the Nazis. 


16,800 DRAFTEES CALLED UP 

The Federal Ministry for Defense communicates that 
16,800 draftees were called up on March 11, 1958 to serve 
their period of military service. Concerned are the second 
contingent of those born in 1938 and volunteers 
1939. 


AMBASSADOR MATSCH DELIVERS UN RATIFICATION 
INSTRUMENT FOR AUSTRIA 

Austria’s permanent representative at the UN, Franz 
Matsch, has delivered the ratification instrument of the con- 
vention on the prevention and outlawing of genocide. The 
document was deposited with Constantin Stavropoulos, the 
UN legal advisor at UN headquarters in N.Y. Austria is the 
58th nation to sign the convention. 

(The convention was adopted by the General Assem- 
bly in 1948; it brands genocide as a crime regardless 
of whether it is committed in peacetime or wartime. 
The signers of the convention are bound to prevent 
and punish such acts, which are committed with the 
aim of ‘‘destreying a national, ethnic, racial, 
ligious group as such.’’) 


born in 


or re- 


DO AUSTRIANS FAVOR CAPITAL PUNISHMENT? 

Recently, the Austrian Institute for Market and Opinion 
Research completed an extensive sampling on this subject. 
The majority favored the reintroduction of capital punishment. 
Seventy percent of those queried, replied ‘‘Yes’’ to the ques- 
tion of whether criminals found guilty of a capital offense 
should be given the death sentence. Only 19% wanted reten- 
tion of the present prohibition of capital punishment and 11% 
had no opinion on the matter. 

It is interesting to compare these figures with the parlia- 
mentary vote on capital punishment in 1951. The vote, which 
was secret and cut across party lines, resulted in 64 for 
capital punishment and 86 against. 


(Continued on page 2) 
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TALKS WITH AEC CONCERNING 
AUSTRIA’S ATOMIC REACTOR 

The director general of the Austrian Institute for the 
study of nuclear energy, Dr. Stahl, has been negotiating 
recently with officials of the American Atomic Energy Com- 
mission on the subject of the acquisition of a test reactor 
in the U.S.A. He has recently flown to America in order to 
see reactor manufacturers and determine with them the type 
of equipment best suited to Austrian needs. 

The final negotiations will be conducted with firms that 
are producing a type of reactor similar to the one Austrian 
experts have in mind. The type of reactor that will be built 
in Austria has been decided for over half a year. It will be a 
cylindrical tank type reactor with a heat output of 5,000 
kilowatts, and a neutron flow of 10,000 billion neutrons per 
square centimeter (one centimeter equals .39 inch) a second. 
The also be equipped with the 


reactor installation will 


necessary laboratories of the scientific disciplines involved: 


physics, chemistry, biology, metallurgy, in order to facilitate 
the widest possible range of research. Costs of the reactor 
are estimated at 102 million schillings (about 4 million 
dollars). 


AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT DELEGATION 
TO VISIT VKOSCOW IN JULY 

The Soviet ambassador in Vienna has announced that 
the Soviet government has agreed to the date proposed for a 
visit of an official Austrian party in Moscow. Accordingly, a 
government delegation led by Federal Chancellor Julius Raab 
will be in Moscow from July 13 - 20. 


SOVIETS AGREE TO DO WITHOUT 
SOME OF AUSTRIA’S CRUDE OIL 

The Austrian government has succeeded in negotiating a 
reduction of its crude oil shipments to the Soviet Union. The 
Soviet government has agreed to accept other goods in lieu 
of 200,000 metric tons of crude oil. As is known, Austria 
must deliver to the Soviets one million metric tons of crude 
oil annually according to the Oil Agreement which is part of 
the Austrian State Treaty. Nothing will change the agree- 
ment. But Austria had to deliver another 200,000 tons yearly 
to the Soviets according to the USIA agreement. After two 
years, Austria asked that this be reduced by half and that 
other goods be delivered to Russia instead. 

Beginning with the fourth year (July 28, 1958), the 
Soviets have agreed to do without any of the extra 200,000 
tons. 


SOCIAL INSURANCE HEAVILY COMMITTED: 
ONE PENSIONER FOR EVERY 2.5 PERSONS EMPLOYED 
The number of pensioners drawing social insurance 
allowances has increased by 16,000 in 1957; on January 1, 
1958, there were 808,317 pensioners. The number of persons 
employed being roughly 2,100,000, this means that there are 
385 pensioners for every 1000 employed, or a ratio of 2.5 to 
one, 


FIVE MILLION AUSTRIANS COVERED BY HEALTH- 
INSURANCE UNDER SOCIAL SECURITY SCHEME 

Almost five million Austrians were getting social secv- 
rity benefits covering illness in 1957. This figure is given 
by a survey of the federation of social security members 
determining the average number of people with illness in- 
surance between 1948-1957. The number of persons entitled 
to benefits in 1948, including family dependents, was about 
4,285,000. This number increased to 4,944,000 persons in 
1957. 1,389,000 of them are insured without paying dues, 
915,000 persons are pensioners or receivers of old-age sub- 
sistence allowances, 88,000 are unemployed, and 95,000 are 
persons having lost their means of support due to the war, 
The number of persons paying their full insurance dues in 
1957 was 2,345,704. 

FARM SURVEY REVEALS 
LARGE INCREASE OF HECTARE YIELDS 

According to a recently published farm survey, hectare 
yields in Austria rose considerable in the period between 
1920 and 1956. Comparative figures, in quintals, indicate 
increases from 9.8 to 22.7 for wheat; from 8.9 to 20.3 for 
rye; froin 57.1 to 178.5 for potatoes; and from 7.9 hectolitres 
(208.7 U.S. gallons) to 35.0 hectolitres (924.6 gallons) for 
wine. Increases per hectare thus range between 132 and 343 
per cent. 

Capital Punishment (Continued from p. 1) 

Age and professional groups answerec the poll with sur- 
prising similarity. The younger people — between 18 and 29 
years — made a relatively moderate showing with their 649 
for capital punishment. Among the professional groups, white 
collar workers were lowest with 59%. Old people and manual 
workers came up with the highest percentages for reintro- 
ducing capital punishment. 

(It is possible, however, that those questioned may have 
been swayed by the impact of a number of especially crue! 


crimes, whose perpetrators were on trial at the time the pol! 


was taken.) 
IAEA Board (Continued from page 1) 


possible interest the Agency ,might have in the United 
Nations Expanded Program of Technical Assistance and in 





a Special 
Assembly last year to finance economic development. 
(The UN Expanded Technical Assistance Program 
currently receives about $30 million a year in volun- 
tary contributions from member governments. Its re- 
sources are shared bythe UN and most of its specialized 
ager cies and are used for training and fellowship pro- 
grams, assignment of experts to underdeveloped coun- 
tries and other technical assistance activities. A 
statute for the new Special Fund is now under consid- 
eration by a preparatory committee at 'N headquarters 
in New York. It is likely to be used for the expansion 
of technical assistance activities but in projects of 
much broader scope leading to possible large-scale 
investments.) 


Fund created by the United Nations General | 
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INTERNATIONAL INTEREST IN AUSTRIA'S 
PRICE AND WAGE COMMISSION 

The director of the International Labor Office, Morse, 
in Vienna recently, visited the Vienna Chamber of 
Labor and talked with representatives of the trade unions 
and the Chamber of Labor. Morse declared that he was most 
interested in the Austrian price and wage commission, and 
that the ILO is currently studying the work of the commis- 
sion. Morse thought that one prominent representative of 
employers and one of employees should go together to an 
underdeveloped country in order to help establish better re- 
lations between the two groups there. The ILO is particularly 
interested in bettering relations between employees and 
employers in underdeveloped countries. 


while 


NEW TARIFF TO ALTER NATURE OF 
AUSTRIAN COMPETITION IN INTERNATIONAL MARKETS 

The Austrian Federal Government : ecently returned the 
new Austrian Tariff Bill to Parliarsent for further review and 
final enactment. The new bill represents the results of seven 
years of legal work and contains about 3,000 items. In addi- 
tion to detailed regulations, the Tariff provides for a major 
revision of customs procedure whereby Austria, in order 
to conform with international agreements, wil] revert from 
levying duties by weight to ad valorem duties. 

Finance Minister Reinhard Kamitz stated with regard to 
duties on industrial and commercial products that increases 
and decreases of rates would ten I to balance out in the long 
run. In the main, customs duties would not change radically, 
but would show a downward trend. Adequate provisions have 
been made, the Minister said, to avoid individual hardships. 


“| The new Tariff, he noted was designed to reduce existing 


restrictions on the quantity of Austrian foreign trede. Ex- 


‘| perience had shown, he said, that.measures such as the new 


Tariff tended to bring about a reduction of prices; and it 


||could therefore be said that the new Tariff represents a 


basic revision of the conditions for Austrian competition in 
international markets as well as in the home market. 


The Minister elaborated in detail as to how the new 
Tariff would reduce duties on fruit and vegetable imports 
and also lower fiscal changes on imports of rice, coffee, 
cocoa, spices, and other items. In conclusion, Minister 
Kamitz stated that estimates of customs receipts for entries 
in the 1959 budget would have to remain somewhat below 
previous figures, as the average revenue to be anticipated 
under the provisions of the new Tariff should turn out to be 
slightly lower than during the preceding years. With regard 
to the new Tariff’s impact on individual importers, the 
Minister advocated a wait-and-see attitude, noting that, for 
instance, the reduction of duties on cars had not caused a 
decline of revenue from this source. In general, he empha- 
sized, the reduction of duties and the consequent stimulation 
of foreign trade as a result of this measure should lead to an 
Overall increase in productivity. 


PARLIAME?NT MOVES FOR PARTICIPATION 
IN EUROPEAN FREE TRADE AREA 

Both houses of the Austrian parliament discussed the 
new Austrian tariff bill in meetings held March 12 and 14. 
The debate gave members an opportunity to define their 
views on the problem of Austrian participation in the pro- 
jected European Free Trade area. 

During debate in the Nationalrat, Deputy Hubert Hofen- 
eder spoke for the Austrian People’s party. He said: 

‘*The leading representetives of the Austrian econo:ny, 
in the past as well as in the present, have maintained a posi- 
tive attitude toward European integration. It is evident thet, 
in principle, accedence to the Free T.ade area is desirable 
for a country like Austria, with a population of seven million 
and an export quota ranging above 30%, with nearly 70% of 
these exports relying on econoriic relations with the OF FEC 
countries and liember states of the projected Free Trade 
area. However, the danger cannot be ignored that the activi- 
ties of the 6-nation common market, unintentionally but in 
practical effect, might lead to a discrimination against the 
countries not united in a common market but incorporated in 
a prospective free trade area. A participation in the free trade 
area, on the other hand, will in no way affect the principle of 
Austria’s neutrality.’’ 

Socialist spokesman Anton Benya, deputy secretary gene- 
ral of the Federation of Austrian Trade Unions, made the 
following remarks: 

‘*The determined support the Austrian Socialists have 
decided to give to matters, of international cooperation and 
in particular to Furopean economic cooperation, is not sub- 
ject to theoretical contemplation but guided by the bitter 
experiences gained in the past. If a sector of the economic 
system is excluded from the fresh air of competition in the 
international market, it will necessarily lag behind in de- 
velopment and, some day, become a burden to the economy 
as a whole.’’ 

During the debate in the Diet, the federal chamber of the 
Austrian parliament, the Socialists gave this summary of 
their position: 

‘*The question of whether or not the Free Trade area 
will be advantageous in its early stages to the Austrian 
economy is of secondary importance at present. The decisive 
point is that the establishment of the Free Trade area has 
become a vital necessity following consolidation of the 
Furopean economic community.’’ 

The views of the People’s Party were expressed on 
similar lines: 

‘Although Austria is capable of standing on its own 
feet, it cannot afford to inhibit its economy by a protectionist 
policy. Austria is ever more advancing into the decisive 
stage of entering European integration, and narrow-minded 
action of any particularist concept would certainly ruin the 
country’s economy.’’ 

(At the end of the debate, both houses approved the 
new Austrian tariff bill.) 
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A GREAT NEW POWER STATION 

The Luenersee power station of the Vorarlberg-I]l1 com- 
pany is considered Austria’s largest power station. The five 
groups of mactiines so far installed permit a capacity pro- 
duction of 224,000 A planned sixth group can 
raise the turbine output to 270,000 kilowatts. The construc- 
tion cost amounted to 1.3 billion schillings. This was raised 


kilowatts. 


as follows: 430 million schillings from the power company 
itself; 230 million schillings as long-term advance payments 
from these large customers: Eneregieversorgung Schwaben 
A.G., Rheinisch-Westfaelisches Elektrizitaetswerk A.G. 
and Land Vorarlberg; 350 million schillings from the two 
international banks in 200 million schillings from 
medium-term domestic bank loans; and 90 million schillings 
from Swiss banks on the basis of repayments for already 
delivered electricity. 


SURVEY OF AUSTRIA'S POWER ECONOMY 
POINTS UP NEED FOR EXPANSION 

Austria’s power consumption needs in 1953 amounted to 
about 81,000 billion calories (1000 billion calories equal 
143,000 tons of coal; 1 calorie equals 3.96 BTU). In 1956, 
these needs were increased 26%, i.e. 102,000 billion calo- 
two thirds of the power was still produced from solid 
However, liquid fuels, such as natural gas and hy- 


loans; 


ries. 
fuels. 
draulic power are gaining increasing importance in the general 
output — thus the national consumption of liquid fuels has 
56.5% in 1956, consumption of natural gas, 71%, 
and of hydraulic power, 28. Flectricity, used by the ulti- 
mate consumers, decreased from 41.6 to 40.8% between 1953 
and 1956. 

The weight rate of flow through the power transformation 
plants (power boiler installations, coke 
blast furnaces, gas works and gas generators), in- 
cluding the throughput of the plants (including the use of 
compressed gas for steam production, the use of steam for 
power production) has increased from 69,000 billion calories 
in 1953 to 90,500 billion calories in 1956; that is, an in- 
crease of almost 30%. The sale of electric power, from steam 
manufactured 


increased 


stations, steam 


plants, 


and gas, from non-gaseous fuels and from 
cracking natural gas, has increased between 1953 and 1956 
by 35.4% — 24.1% and 14.3% respectively. 

The ultimate consumers purchased 61,000 billion ca- 
lories in 1953 and 75,900 billion calories in 1956. The use 
of power consumption is distributed as follows: 1.7% for 
lighting, 22.5% for traction; 75.8% for chemical purposes and 
heating. The overwhelming part of power utilization, 60.3% 
goes to industrial needs. 

The increase of power consumption will continue due to 
the increasing use of processed power by the users. However, 
Austria disposes of considerable hydraulic power, as yet 
untapped, and can cover her own needs of mineral oils. 
There are prospects of increasing the output of natural gas; 
coal produciton will remain at the present high level, and 
may even be somewhat increased in the future. It is unlikely 
that atomic power generation ineAustria will receive serious 
consideration in the near future. 


SUCCESSFUL EXPORTS OF ROLLER BEARINGS 

The Austrian production of all types of roller bearings 
reached a record high in 1957-approximately 14,000,000 
units — and was 20% higher than in 1956. This production 
was 14.5 times higher than in 1937. In 1947 the output with 
1.3 million units was 27% higher than before the war, and 
has increased regularly since then. It had surpassed the 
10 million mark in 1956. 

Exports of roller bearings increased in similar fashion 
they climbed from 1584 tons (104 million schillings — one 
dollar equals 26 schillings) in 1952 to 2840 tons (171 mil- 
lion schillings) in 1956. In 1957 exports amounted to about 
3500 tons valued at 240 million schillings. The products were 
exported to 75 countries. 


GLASS PRODUCTION ON THE UPGRADE 

Austria’s glass industry again increased its output in 
1957, (optical glass, 14%; bottle glass, 12%). The output of 
flat glass increased 3%. Production in 1957 consisted in 447, 
925 kilograms of optical glass, 53,625 kilograms of bottle 
glass, and 5,123,000 square meters of flat glass. (One 
kilogram equals 2.2 pounds, one meter 3,28 feet.) Exports 
slightly decreased in 1957. The value of glass exports 
reached about 465 million schillings in 1957 (cne dollar 
equals 26 schillings) as against 502.8 million schillings 
in 1956. 


MOPEDS A HIT, BUT PLAIN BICYCLES DECLINE 

The production and export of bicycles and motorized 
bicycles known as mopeds, developed in opposite directions 
during the past three years. Mopeds have been highly suc- 
cessful. Their production increased from 63,984 units in 1955 
to 116,324 (or by 82%) in 1956 and to 144,206 (another 23.9%) 
in 1957. 

Moped exports rose from 30,224 units in 1955 to 35,802 
(19%) in 1956 and to 59,294 (an additional 65.6%) in 1957. 

However, this favorable development cut into the pro- 
duction of plain bicycles, motor scooters and motorcycles. 
In 1956, bicycle manufacture declined by 26% from the 
207,636 units produced in 1955, and decreased another 13.6% 
to a total of 132,822 units in 1957. 

The overall figure for motor scooters shows a decrease 
in production for local use (reflecting, no doubt, the increased 
number of car owners) while, interestingly enough, exports 
increased. The 1955 scooter production was 27,384 units 
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which in 1956 was reduced by 33%. 


exports rose from 4,492 in 1956 by 24.1% to 5,577 last year. 

The same picture is shown in the motorcycle branch 
where a production loss of 34% in 1956 and 32.8% in 1957 
may be contrasted with an export increase of 41.6% from 
1956 to 1957. Production went down from 41,436 units in 1955 
to 18,399 in 1957, while motorcycle exports increased from 
7,693 units in 1956 to 10,000 in 1957. 


A further and stronger | 
reduction took place in 1957 when another 47% were shaved | 
and only 9,712 units were manufactured. In contrast, scooter | 
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MORE VEHICLES FOR EXPORTS 

As a result of developments shown above, the export 
percentage of Austria’s overall vehicle production which in 
1954-1956 was around 17%, climbed to 22% in 1957. The out- 
put having slackened slightly as a result of the near-satura- 
tion of the Austrian market and considerable pressure from 
imports, exports have reached a new high. 


AUSTRIA'S METAL GOODS PRODUCTION 

The Iron and metal industry which has been increasing 
its output ever since 1953 seems to have by now over-ex- 
tended its capacity. In 1957, judging from 49 statistical 
entries for this industry, more than half decreased their 
output or were stagnating. Judging from other entries, des- 
pite investments and efficiency measures, it was impossible 
to expand to the degrees expected, so that there are many 
cases of disproportional capacities. 

The decrease was particularly felt in the output of con- 
sumer goods. However, in capital goods considerable in- 
creases were stiil noted in some sectors. Due to considerable 
investments the production of non-ferrous reinforcement 
elements increased in 1957 from 1740 tons to 2320 tons. 


PETROLEUM EXTRACTION AGAIN RECEDING 

The Austrian petroleum output fell again in February. It 
reached the level of 230,000 tons, as compared with 257,342 
in January and 252,017 in February 1957. In addition, the 
daily average was 72 tons lower, 8,229 tons, as compared 
with January 1958. Natural gas production fell from 84 mil- 
lion cubic meters in January this year (1 cubic meter is 
about 35.3 cubic feet) to 71.7 million cubic meters in Febru- 
ary (the output in February 1957 was 68.1 million cubic 
meters). 


MORE DEEP BORINGS IN UPPER AUSTRIA 

According to a RAG report (Rohoel-Gewinnungs AG, or 
RAG, is a Royal - Dutch Shell and Socony Mobil subsidiary), 
nine test borings, totaling 22,879.9 meters (about 70,000 
feet) have been carried out in the area of its concession; two 
borings have struck oil. 

In order to expedite test boring, the RAG recently ac- 
quired a modern American Unit-15 deep boring installation 


_ equipped with a folding rig. 


GASOLINE CONSUMPTION ON THE RISE. 

In February, 1957, 137,172 metric tons of oil products 
were sold in Austria, an increase of almost 14% over Febru- 
ary, 1956. The largest rise was noted in gasoline sales 
which increased nearly 43% to a high of 24,500 metric tons. 
Kerosene sales were 16% higher than last year with a total 
of 21,500 tons. The smallest rise took place in fuel oil 
sales — 6% to 80,000 tons; this is due to the noticeable 
sales decrease in domestic fuel oil (58,000 tons compared 
with 71,000 a year ago) because of lowered production 
schedules in private refineries. However, sales of imported 
fuel oil shot up to 22,000 metric tons as against 3,000 tons, 
the year before. 


DANUBE SHIPYARD COMPLETES 
SEAGOING VESSEL FOR GERMANY 

The Korneuburg shipyard of the Austrian Danube Steam- 
ship Company recently completed the second seagoing motor 
freighter ordered by the Neptun Shipping Company, Bremen, 
West Germany, The vessel, Proteus, left Vienna on the 
Danube waterway. Like its sister ship, Perseus, which was 
completed three months ago, the new vessel will be routed 
through the Black and Mediterranean Seas. The Proteus has 
an overall length of 215 feet and a beam of 33 feet. Its 
capacity is 1,300 tons. 
SPECIAL POSTAL STAMP TO MARK 
INAUGURATION OF “‘AUSTRIA AIRLINES” 

The Austrian Post and Telegraph Administration has 
decided toissue a special stamp to commemorate the inaugural 
flight of the ‘‘Austria Airlines’’ (AUA). The Stamp, with a 





nominal value of 4 schillings, will be printed in bright red. 
The issue of 3 million stamps will show a four-engine 
Vickers-Viscount plane against the outline of Austria. The 
stamp will be sold to the public starting March 25, 1958. 


VISITORS FROM 53 COUNTRIES 
AT THE VIENNA SPRING FAIR 

Visitors to the 1958 Vienna spring fair totaled 650,000. 
Even the wintry temperatures registered during the past 
weeks did not prevent great numbers of people from attending 
the fair. The fair reflected a generally sound economy. It 
was noted that buying power had not decreased; brisk 
demand gave an impetus to production in all branches of 
trade. Clearly there is no sign of a recession. 

Buyers’ interest centered equally on Austrian and 
foreign exhibits, regardless of whether they were consumer 
goods at the Fair Palace (leather goods, furniture, toys 
sports goods) or capital goods at the Prater exposition halls 
(agricultural machinery, food production machinery, tools, 
and construction equipment). Foreign exhibitors, representing 
some 20 countries, generally covered their outlay for parti- 
cipation in the fair and made satisfactory sales. Foreign 
buyers came from 53 countries. 

Business was conducted at stable prices, a circum- 
stance that greatly facilitated transactions. 

The international automobile show enjoyed particular 
popularity. Due to the exposition of 200 models of 63 inter- 
nationally established makes, the Vienna fair achieved the 
status of a major international car fair. 


WOOD EXPORTS CONTINUE WEAK 

Austrian exports of coniferous cut lumber amounted to 
211,785 cubic meters (1 cubic meter equals 35.3 cubic feet) 
in February this year, as compared with 243,883 cubic meters 
in the same month in 1957. The exports for both January and 
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j‘ebruary 1958, amounting to 
thus 14.9% lower than in 1957. 


RECORD HARVEST OF SUGAR BEETS 

The 1957 harvest of sugar beets has been in every sense 
a record harvest. Although the area cultivated was 1716 
hectars (1 hectar equals about 4 acres) less than in 1956, 
that is 42,217 the harvest produced 16,554,590 


quintals of beets, or over 3 million quintals more, i.e. an 


383,116 cubic meters, were 


hectars, 
increase of 24%. The sugar content, and therefore the sugar 
output, was also far above the average in 1957. The sugar 
between 1950 and 1956 in 
relationship to the weight cf the beets corresponded on the 
average to 13.71%; 14.5% in 1956 and 15.45% in 1957. The 
Sugar output in 1957 was 255,000 tons. 

The consumption of sugar in the economic year 1956/57, 
that is from October 1, 1956 to September 30, 1957, also 
reached a record high of 250,000 tons, which was 5% higher 
than the preceding year. 


manufacture from local beets 


AUSTRIA AMONG EUROPE'S 
CHEAPEST TCURIST COUNTRIES 

Recent statistics again show Austria as one of the 
cheapest tourist countries in Europe. If Central Furope is 
considered, it is even the cheapest. This is evident from a 
F'uropean survey recently published in Italy. (Professor Livi: 
‘*The Fconomic Handbook of Tourism?’)The professor divides 
travelers into two categories: those with top-class require- 
ments and those with average needs. 

According to this survey, France is the most expensive 

country in Furope. A tourist in the first category needs $22 
' day, and in the second category, $12.50. Next is Great 
Britain with $18 and $15.30; then Switzerland with $17 and 
$14; Italy with $16.50 and $11; Belgium, $16 and $11.70; the 
Netherlands with $15.70 and $10.60; and West Germany with 
$15.70 and $11. 
Among the less expensive countries is Sweden, where 
highest requirements may be satisfied with $15 and 
require:.ents with $10.30. Then follows Greece 
with $12.60 and $11; Austria with $12.50 and $8. The tourist 
can live cheaper than in Austria only in Spain ($12 and $7) 
and in Yugoslavia ($10.30 and $7.30). 

The most expensive country of them all still seems to 
be the U.S.A. If requirements are high, a day costs $28 and 
for the average tourist, $19. 


the 
average 


MODERN RESEARCH CENTER 
SET UP IN MEDIEVAL CASTLE 

“One of Austria’s best-known medieval structures has 
been purchased by the Wenner-Gren Foundation, which is 
changing it into an international center for anthropological 
research: it is the romantic Wartenstein Castle near Gloggnitz 
at the foot of the Semmering, Vienna’s southern approach. 
The world’s leading anthropologists will meet there this July 
for their annual symposium. The foundation library of more 
than 50,000 volumes will also find its new home in Warten- 
stein Castle. 


CULTURE AND SCIENCE 


PRESIDENT SCHAERF WILL ATTEND 
OPE?ING OF BRUSSELS WORLD'S FAIR 

Far'y in May, President Adolf Schaerf will travel to 
Brussels to take part in tlle opening ceremonies of the 1°58 
World’s Fair in the Belgian capital. His trip will mark the 
first time an Austrian Federal President bas left the country 
following the 1955 restoration of sovereignty to Austria. 
Schaerf’s two predecessors in office, Karl Renner «nd Theo- 
dor Koerner, did not go abroad during their terns. 

After his return from Brussels, President Schaerf is 
scheduled to go to Vorarlberg, Austria’s westernmost pro- 
vince, and then to Switzerland where he will pay an official 
visit from May 12 - 14. 

REPRESENTATIVE AUSTRIAN ART 
FUR BRUSSELS FAIR 

Austrian sculptor Fritz Wortuba has created a bas relief 
in bronze which will be exhibited at the 1958 World’s Fair 
in Brussels. The work comprises six life-size figures; each 
of the: is featured separately, yet all are interrelated. The 
artist calls his work ‘‘Figuren auf der Flneche’’ (Figures 
on the plane). It will be tounted in front of the Austrian 
Pavilion. 

Another Austrian artist, Herbert Boeckl, has mae a 
giant tapestry, measuring forty by eight and one half feet. 
This work, called ‘‘Carpet of Life’’ will likewise be exhi- 
bited in the Austrian Pavilion. ° 
RAMON VINAY TO JOIN VIENNA CAST AT BRUSSELS 

The cast for the guest performance of the Vienna State 
Opera at the Brussels World’s Fair, which is opening in May, 
will include a guest en,,aged at Herbert Karajan’s request: 
Ramon Vinay, who has been cast as Herod in Fichard 
Strauss’ ‘‘Salone,’’ to be conducted by Karl Boehm. Ramon 
Vinay is known in “urope mainly from performances in Bay- 
reith and Salzburg. Other roles in ‘‘Salome’’ will be sung 
by Christl Goltz, Jean Madeira, Hars Hotter and Anton 
Dermota. (Scliwartzkopf, Seefried, Ludwig, Waechter anc 
Kunz will perform in‘‘The Marriage of Figaro’’ under Karajan.) 


FIRST BIENNIAL EXHIBITION 
OF MODERN CHRISTIAN ART IN SAL7BURG . 

The first ‘‘Biennial Exhibition of Present-Day Christian 
Art’’ will be held in Salzburg from July 7 to September 30, 
1958. The project was initiated at the 1956 international 
exhibition of ‘‘Contemporary Religious Art’’ in the Salzburg 
Cathedral. The works to be shown in the oratories of the 
Cathedral will give a comprehensive review of the work of 
artists from European and overseas countries. 








WORLD CONGRESS OF PAX ROMANA IN VIENNA 


The 24th world congress of Pax Romana will take place 
in Vienna between August 3lst and September 6th; the organi- 
zation is an international cooperative federation of Catholic 
student unions. The main subject of the Vienna congress will 
be ‘‘the modern university and the quest for freedom.’’ 
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FRITZ HOCHWALDER IS WRITING A PLAY 
FOR THE SALZBURG FESTIVAL 

Austrian dramatist Fritz Hochwalder is writing a play 
which is currently planned for production at the 1959 Salzburg 
Festival. It will be staged by the producer Oscar Fritz Schuh. 
The title as well as details about the action, or setting, of 
the play have been a well-kept secret so far. 


PROF. ROGER TO LECTURE AT SALZBURG 

Austrian-born composer and musicologist Professor Dr. 
Kurt Roger has been called upon tolecture at the International 
Summer Academy of the Mozarteum Foundation in Salzburg, 
Austria. Professor Roger will speak on History of Music in 
the United States and on Samuel Barber’s opera ‘‘Vanessa.,’’ 


ACADEMY GRADUATES FORM NEW VIENNA ORCHESTRA 

Austrian conductor Hans Swarowsky, Professor at the 
Vienna Academy of Music and Dramatic Art, has formed a 
new orchestra in the Austrian capital selected from the most 
gifted graduates of last year’s classes at the Music Academy. 
The orchestra, to be known as the ‘‘Haydn Orchestra’’ has 
been founded in order to cultivate and interpret in their true 
style the works of the classical and modern periods. The 
Haydn Orchestra will be heard at the Brussel World’s Fair as 
part of the program activities of the conductors’ seminar in 
the Austrian Pavilion. On the program of the new orchestra, 
in addition, are a concert to be given during the 1958 Vienna 
Festival Weeks, a public concert on the occasion of the 
Brussels Worlds Fair, and a series of six concerts scheduled 
for the next season in Vienna. 


6,137 FOREIGN STUDENTS IN AUSTRIA 

The influx of foreign students into Austrian universities 
is still growing. During the 1957 summer term 6,137 foreigners 
studied in Austria. In numbers, Germans led in scientific 
disciplines, followed by Greeks, Hungarians, Egyptians, 
Norwegians, Italians, Iranians, Swiss, Turks, Iraqis, Israelis, 
and Jordanians. Americans were conspicuous in the fields of 
music and medicine. 


TALENTS DISCOVERED ~ AND AWAKENED 

Austrian President Adolph Schaerf has opened an exposi- 
tion of the Austrian trade unions called ‘‘Talents Dis- 
covered — Talents Awakened’’ at the Vienna Kuenstlerhaus 
(the House of Artists). 

‘‘Art has ceased to be the monopoly of a relatively 
limited sphere of society. It is in the process of becoming a 
precious good of the whole community,”’ the president said. 

Franz Olah, vice-president of the Austrian trade union 
federation and Member of Parliament, said in his address 
that Austrian trade unions ‘‘are not asking for higher pay and 
more leisure time only in order to improve our .aterial con- 
ditions, it has always been the aim of trade unionism in this 
country to assure an increasing participation on the part of 
the working people in all fields of cultural endeavor.’’ 


AUSTRIA CREATES STAFF SCHOOL 
FOR OFFICE WORKERS 

Minister of Education Dr. Heinrich Drimmel recently 
opened the department for office techniques at the Institute 
for Textile Technology in Vienna. The department for office 
techniques is slated to be the nucleus of the future central 
institute for office techniques, which will have sections in 
all the lands. It is a type of school that does not yet exist 
in any other country. About 80 office machines and type- 
writers, constructed for modern educational methods, such as 
rotating files, give a general picture of Le entire field of 
office operations. Machines or other business media not 
available at the institute may be viewed in the rotating files 
through pictures and may be easily projected on the wall by a 
special projector. Students of all commercial schools and all 
teacher candidates for commercial studies will be enabled to 
learn through actual practice about the full range of modern 
office techniques at this institute. 

If the new venture should succeed in developing a net- 
work of similar ‘‘teaching offices’’ all over Austria, it would 
be possible to reduce considerably the time required for 
commercial studies to this empirical aid, and thus contribute 
considerably to raising standards of productivity. 


CITY OF VIENNA SUPPORTS POPULAR EDUCATION 

The City of Vienna supports creative artists by buying 
their paintings and plastics. 1500 works of art were bought 
between 1952 and 1957. They are being sent out on loan to 
small school galleries. There are 30 school galleries in 
existence, and 15 more are planned. 


VIENNA METEOROLOGISTS 
WIN INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION 

Dr. Reuter, a professor at the University of Vienna, and 
the Viennese meteorologist Dr. Leopold Kletter were awarded 
first and third prizes, respectively, for their work on inter- 
mediate range weather forecasts. The prizes were awarded 
in a contest promoted by the West German meteorological 
society. The two Viennese scientists created the basis for 
an objective intermediate range weather prognosis whose 
probability quotient is around 90 percent. 

According to the two meteorologists, all important values 
are measured from an altitude of 1,500 meters in order to 
exclude all types of ground disturbances. Air pressure and 
air currents are the most important components in their 
method. The system permits the creation of four weather 
charts which, by comparative analysis, allow a forecast for 
approximately four days. Professor Feuter and Dr. Kletter 
have worke ! out a type of formula which results in matheria- 
tically objective intermediate range forecasts instead of the 
empiric subjective forecasts generally used. 

The two scientists’ work has already found an echo 
abroad. Switzerland, for one, already gets the four weather 
charts from the Vienna Central Institute for Meteorology and 
Geodynamics. The Swedish Air Force has also shown great 
interest in the new method. 
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SALZBURG WILL BE TELEVISED 

The Austrian television network will transmit for the 
first time this year, performances of the Salzburg Festival. 
Direct relays are planned for telecast over the Furovision- 
Network. The performances chosen for this year are Hofmanns- 
thals ‘‘Jedermann’’ (‘‘Fveryman’’), to be given at Cathedral 
Square, and Mozart’s ‘‘The Marriage of Figaro’’ from the 
Festival House. Other opera performances have not yet been 
selected for television. 


PRAISE FOR AUSTRIAN TELEVISION 

A team of experts from Squaw Valley headed by Prentice 
Hall impressed by the televising of the 
world alpine ski championship at Badgastein. ‘‘The recep- 


was very much 
tion was excellent,’’ Mr. Hall said; ‘‘we were able to follow 
the different runs much better than if we had been posted 
the The 
declared that, as a result of his experience in Badgastein, 


somewhere along route.’’ American expert also 
he became convinced that it will be absolutely necessary to 
install 


the town and the surrounding area during the coming olympic 


a closed-circuit television service for spectators in 


winter sames in Squaw Valley. 


TONI SAILER STARS IN ‘BLACK LIGHTNING’ 

Toni Sailer the will now be 
seen in a ski film. Outdoor shooting will soon start in St. 
Anton. The Bavaria Film production has a working title fit 
for its ster: ‘‘The Black Lightning.”’ 


world’s champion skier, 


——y 


THE 1957 STATE PRIZE FOR MUSIC 
GOES TO COMPOSER HANS GAL 

The 1957 State Prize for Music, which is awarded among 
the Fine Arts Prizes of the Republic, has been conferred 
upon the Austrian composer Hans Gal, who has been a lec. 
turer at Edinburgh University since 1938. He won a State 
Prize as early as 1915 for his ‘‘Nullte Symphonie’’ (‘‘Zer 
Symphony’’), which was withdrawn, however, by the composer 
before its public performance. Gal lectured at Vienna Uni- 
versity for many years on the subject of music theory, unti! 





THE AUSTRIAN INFORMATION SERVICE 
may be able to furnish more detailed information 
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he was appointed Director of the Academy of Music in Mainz, 
West Germany (1929-1933). Up to 1938 he was engaged tc 
perform as conductor with various orchestras in Vienna. But 
he was forced to emigrate when Hitler occupied Austria. 
Gal’s work covers a wide range of musical forms. In all, 
he has published 73 compositions, of which four are operas. 
His ‘‘Huyton Suite’’ for flute and two violins was written 
during World War II when he was in a British internment 
camp, and is dedicated to three Austrian fellow internees. 
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